Urgent Need for Spiritual Education of Children

“The Great Being saith: Regard man as a mine rich in gems of inestimable value.  Education can, alone, cause it to reveal its treasures, and enable mankind to benefit therefrom….” 
Baha’u’llah, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh, Sec. 122, pp. 259–60

	“As to thy question regarding the education of children: It behoveth thee to nurture them at the breast of the love of God, and urge them onward to the things of the spirit—that they may turn their faces unto God; that their ways may conform to the rules of good conduct and their character be second to none; that they make their own all the graces and praiseworthy qualities of humankind; that they acquire a sound knowledge of the various branches of learning—so that from the very beginning of life they may become spiritual beings, dwellers in the Kingdom, enamoured of the sweet breaths of holiness, and may receive an education religious, spiritual, and of the Heavenly Realm. Verily will I call upon God to grant them a happy outcome in this.”

	[bookmark: gr2]Abdu’l-Baha, Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Sec. 122, p. 142
“Our children need to be nurtured spiritually and to be integrated into the life of the Cause.  They should not be left to drift in a world so laden with moral dangers.  In the current state of society, children face a cruel fate.  Millions and millions in country after country are dislocated socially.  Children find themselves alienated by parents and other adults whether they live in conditions of wealth or poverty.  This alienation has its roots in a selfishness that is born of materialism that is at the core of the godlessness seizing the hearts of people everywhere.  The social dislocation of children in our time is a sure mark of a society in decline; this condition is not, however, confined to any race, class, nation or economic condition--it cuts across them all.  It grieves our hearts to realize that in so many parts of the world children are employed as soldiers, exploited as labourers, sold into virtual slavery, forced into prostitution, made the objects of pornography, abandoned by parents centred on their own desires, and subjected to other forms of victimization too numerous to mention.  Many such horrors are inflicted by the parents themselves upon their own children.  The spiritual and psychological damage defies estimation.  Our worldwide community cannot escape the consequences of these conditions.  This realization should spur us all to urgent and sustained effort in the interests of children and the future.
[bookmark: 24][bookmark: 25]Even though children's activities have been a part of past Plans, these have fallen short of the need.  Spiritual education of children and junior youth are of paramount importance to the further progress of the community.  It is therefore imperative that this deficiency be remedied. Institutes must be certain to include in their programmes the training of teachers of children's classes, who can make their services available to local communities.  But although providing spiritual and academic education for children is essential, this represents only a part of what must go into developing their characters and shaping their personalities.  The necessity exists, too, for individuals and the institutions at all levels, which is to say the community as a whole, to show a proper attitude towards children and to take a general interest in their welfare.  Such an attitude should be far removed from that of a rapidly declining order.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Children are the most precious treasure a community can possess, for in them are the promise and guarantee of the future.  They bear the seeds of the character of future society which is largely shaped by what the adults constituting the community do or fail to do with respect to children.  They are a trust no community can neglect with impunity.  An all-embracing love of children, the manner of treating them, the quality of the attention shown them, the spirit of adult behaviour toward them--these are all among the vital aspects of the requisite attitude.  Love demands discipline, the courage to accustom children to hardship, not to indulge their whims or leave them entirely to their own devices.  An atmosphere needs to be maintained in which children feel that they belong to the community and share in its purpose.  They must lovingly but insistently be guided to live up to Baha'i standards, to study and teach the Cause in ways that are suited to their circumstances.” The Universal House of Justice, Ridvan Message 2000, Paragraph 23-25 
“Let them never forget the imperative to tend to the needs of the children of the world and offer them lessons that develop their spiritual faculties and lay the foundations of a noble and upright character.”  The Universal House of Justice, 20 October 2008, Paragraph 4
“…classes that nurture the tender hearts and minds of children…” The Universal House of Justice, Ridván 2010, Paragraph 5
 “Aware of the aspirations of the children of the world and their need for spiritual education, they extend their efforts widely to involve ever-growing contingents of participants in classes that become centres of attraction for the young and strengthen the roots of the Faith in society.” The Universal House of Justice, Ridván 2008, Paragraph 1
“…the renewal of commitment to provide spiritual education to the young in neighbourhoods and villages on a regular basis…” The Universal House of Justice, Ridván 2010, Paragraph 19


Neighborhood Activities

“In every cluster, once a consistent pattern of action is in place, attention needs to be given to extending it more broadly through a network of co-workers and acquaintances, while energies are, at the same time, focused on smaller pockets of the population, each of which should become a centre of intense activity. In an urban cluster, such a centre of activity might best be defined by the boundaries of a neighbourhood; in a cluster that is primarily rural in character, a small village would offer a suitable social space for this purpose. Those who serve in these settings, both local inhabitants and visiting teachers, would rightly view their work in terms of community building. To assign to their teaching efforts such labels as "door-to-door", even though the first contact may involve calling upon the residents of a home without prior notice, would not do justice to a process that seeks to raise capacity within a population to take charge of its own spiritual, social and intellectual development. The activities that drive this process, and in which newly found friends are invited to engage—meetings that strengthen the devotional character of the community; classes that nurture the tender hearts and minds of children; groups that channel the surging energies of junior youth; circles of study, open to all, that enable people of varied backgrounds to advance on equal footing and explore the application of the teachings to their individual and collective lives—may well need to be maintained with assistance from outside the local population for a time. It is to be expected, however, that the multiplication of these core activities would soon be sustained by human resources indigenous to the neighbourhood or village itself—by men and women eager to improve material and spiritual conditions in their surroundings. A rhythm of community life should gradually emerge, then, commensurate with the capacity of an expanding nucleus of individuals committed to Bahá’u’lláh's vision of a new World Order.” The Universal House of Justice, Ridvan Message 2010, paragraph 5

“Invariably, opportunities afforded by the personal circumstances of the believers initially involved—or perhaps a single homefront pioneer—to enter into meaningful and distinctive conversation with local residents dictate how the process of growth begins in a cluster…Within every cluster, the level of cohesion achieved among the core activities must be such that, in their totality, a nascent programme for the sustained expansion and consolidation of the Faith can be perceived.”The Universal House of Justice, December 28, 2010 Message, Paragraph 4
“In this long-term process of capacity building, the Bahá’í community has devoted nearly a decade and a half to systematizing its experience in the teaching field, learning to open certain activities to more and more people and to sustain its expansion and consolidation. All are welcome to enter the community's warm embrace and receive sustenance from Bahá’u’lláh's life-giving message. No greater joy is there, to be sure, than for a soul, yearning for the Truth, to find shelter in the stronghold of the Cause and draw strength from the unifying power of the Covenant. Yet every human being and every group of individuals, irrespective of whether they are counted among His followers, can take inspiration from His teachings, benefiting from whatever gems of wisdom and knowledge will aid them in addressing the challenges they face. Indeed, the civilization that beckons humanity will not be attained through the efforts of the Bahá’í community alone. Numerous groups and organizations, animated by the spirit of world solidarity that is an indirect manifestation of Bahá’u’lláh's conception of the principle of the oneness of humankind, will contribute to the civilization destined to emerge out of the welter and chaos of present-day society. It should be clear to everyone that the capacity created in the Bahá’í community over successive global Plans renders it increasingly able to lend assistance in the manifold and diverse dimensions of civilization building, opening to it new frontiers of learning.”
The Universal House of Justice, Ridvan 2010, paragraph 26

Working Together to Build a Better World

“The vibrancy it [the community] manifests and the unity of purpose that animates its endeavours are drawing into its swelling ranks those from every walk of life eager to dedicate their time and energies to the welfare of humanity.”
The Universal House of Justice, Ridvan Message 2008, paragraph 2

“Access to knowledge is the right of every human being, and participation in its generation, application and diffusion a responsibility that all must shoulder in the great enterprise of building a prosperous world civilization- each individual according to his or her talents and abilities.  Justice demands universal participation.  Thus, while social action may involve the provision of goods and services in some form, its primary concern must be to be build capacity within a given population to participate in creating a better world.”
The Universal House of Justice, Ridvan Message 2010, paragraph 29

“The operation of spiritual forces in the arena of service becomes increasingly apparent, and bonds of friendship, so vital to a healthy pattern of growth, are continuously reinforced.”
The Universal House of Justice, Letter to the Counsellors, December 28th, 2011, paragraph 8

“…how often did the beloved Guardian encourage the friends to remain resolute in their purpose and persevere in their endeavours. ‘Conscious of their high calling, confident in the society-building power which their Faith possesses,’ he noted with satisfaction, ‘they press forward, undeterred and undismayed…It is this building process, slow and unobtrusive,’ he reminded them, that ‘constitutes the one hope’ of a disillusioned humanity…” 
The Universal House of Justice, December 28, 2010, Message to the Counsellors

Receptivity

“Within this context, receptivity manifests itself in a willingness to participate in the process of community building set in motion by the core activities. In cluster after cluster where an intensive programme of growth is now in operation, the task before the friends this coming year is to teach within one or more receptive populations, employing a direct method in their exposition of the fundamentals of their Faith, and find those souls longing to shed the lethargy imposed on them by society and work alongside one another in their neighbourhoods and villages to begin a process of collective transformation.” The Universal House of Justice, Ridvan Message 2010
“In their efforts to present the essentials of the Faith plainly and unequivocally, the believers have benefited greatly from the illustrative example in Book 6 of the Ruhi Institute. Where the logic underlying that presentation is appreciated, and the urge to convert it into a formula overcome, it gives rise to a conversation between two souls – a conversation distinguished by the depth of understanding achieved and the nature of the relationship established. To the extent that the conversation continues beyond the initial encounter and veritable friendships are formed, a direct teaching effort of this kind can become a catalyst for an enduring process of spiritual transformation. Whether the first contact with such newly found friends elicits an invitation for them to enroll in the Baha’i community or to participate in one of its activities is not an overwhelming concern. More important is that every soul feel welcome to join the community in contributing to the betterment of society, commencing a path of service to humanity on which, at the outset or further along, formal enrolment can occur.” The Universal House of Justice, Ridvan 2010 Message
Coherence
1.logically connected; consistent: a coherent argument.
2.cohering;  sticking together
3.having a natural or due agreement of parts; harmonious: acoherent design

“The regular holding of Baha’I children’s classes should be given high priority.  Indeed in many parts of the world, this is the first activity in a process of community building, which, if pursued vigorously, gives rise to other developments.” The Universal House of Justice, Ridvan 2000 Message

 “Concern for the spiritual education of children has long been an element of the culture 
of the Bahá'í community, a concern that resulted in two, coexisting realities. One, 
emulating the achievements of the Bahá'ís of Iran, was characterized by the capacity 
to offer systematic classes, from grade to grade, to children from Bahá'í families, 
generally with the aim of imparting basic knowledge of the history and teachings of 
the Faith to rising generations. In most parts of the world, the number who benefited 
from such classes has been relatively small. The other reality emerged in areas where large-scale enrolments took place, both rural and urban. A more inclusive attitude dominated that experience. Yet while children from households of all kinds were at once eager and welcome to attend Bahá'í 
classes, various factors prevented lessons from being conducted with the required 
degree of regularity, year after year. How pleased we are to see this duality, a consequence of historical circumstances, begin to fall away as friends trained by institutes everywhere strive to offer classes, open to all, on a systematic basis.” The Universal House of Justice, Ridvan Message 2010




Homevisits

“…the spiritual and social fabric of the community is being strengthened as the friends visit one another in their homes.” The Universal House of Justice,December 28 Message, Paragraph 21

“You it is who, through visits to homes and invitations to yours, are forging ties of spiritual kinship that foster a sense of community. You it is who, when called to serve on the institutions and agencies of the Cause, are accompanying others and rejoicing in their achievements. And it is all of us, whatever our share in this undertaking, who labour and long, strive and supplicate for the transformation of humanity, envisioned by Baha'u'llah, to be hastened.”
The Universal House of Justice, January 1, 2011, Paragraph 1

"A visit to a home should be seen as one element of a coherent pattern of action that seeks to enable specific populations to contribute to the construction of the society envisioned by Baha'u'llah...At the heart of the matter, then, is how a campaign of teaching the Faith by visiting homes relates to other activities being undertaken in a neighborhood--how it relates to the efforts to hold meetings that strengthen the devotional character of the wider community, to offer classes that foster the spiritual development of children, to form groups that channel the energies of junior youth, to establish circles of study, open to all, that enable people of varied backgrounds to advance on equal footing and explore the application of teachings to their individual and collective lives."
The Universal House of Justice, Dec 28, 2008
“Those who serve in these settings, both local inhabitants and visiting teachers, would 
rightly view their work in terms of community building. To assign to their teaching 
efforts such labels as "door-to-door", even though the first contact may involve calling 
upon the residents of a home without prior notice, would not do justice to a process 
that seeks to raise capacity within a population to take charge of its own spiritual, 
social and intellectual development.”The Universal House of Justice , Ridvan 2010 Message, Paragraph 6

The House of Justice has written that the believers visit one anothers' homes to enter into a deep conversation on spiritual matters (paragraph 42.34), to deepen their fellow believers in the fundamentals of the Faith (paragraphs 30.9 and 44.42), to reinforce the ties of fellowship that bind the members of the community together (35.11), and to encourage those who are not participating in study circles (35.24). (All paragraph references are to letters in the publication "Turning Point: Selected Messages of the Universal House of Justice")

When mentioning that the purpose of such home visits is to "enter into a deep conversation on spiritual matters," the House of Justice also expressed the hope that such visits "not be reduced to a mere social call in which the Faith is not even mentioned."  (42.34)

This calls to mind Abdu'l-Baha's admonition that the believers' conversations should be holy discussions on matters of moment:

The attracted leaves should not, when associating with each other, talk merely about the temperature of the weather, the coldness of the water, the beauty of the flowers and gardens, the freshness of the grass and the flowing water. They should rather restrict their discussions to glorification and praise and the uttering of proofs and reasons, to quoting verses and traditions and putting forth clear testimonies, so that all the homes of the loved ones will be converted into gathering places for lessons on teaching the Cause. If ye do so, in a short while the outpourings of the Kingdom will be so manifested that each one of the handmaidens of the Merciful will become a perspicuous book revealing the mysteries of the Lord of Mercy. 
(Abdu'l-Baha, from a Tablet translated from the Persian, Compilation on Women) 

Teaching Teams
“The learning demonstrates that when teams stay together for two or three cycles of a growth program, they become more systematic and gradually reap the greater results.  They maintain records of the contacts made, their visits, their teaching efforts, the results, and the follow-up.  The needs of every seeker or guest are considered in order to determine what the best approach is for the individual and who is the most suitable person to carry it out.  Above all, the focus is not just on inviting people to activities but in learning how to elevate a conversation toward spiritual themes and in finding opportunities, daily, to share the Revelation of God for this Day.”
Forming teaching teams… “The main prerequisite is a desire to share the message of Baha’u’llah with others.”
“Working as a team increases considerably the effectiveness of our teaching efforts, and widens their scope.  It also result in bringing together seekers from various backgrounds, who enjoy studying together Ruhi Institute books and benefitting from one another’s insights.”
“In keeping our team small, we have all been critically engaged with the learning process related to teaching.”
“When teaching teams take the time to reflect on their experience and identify the lessons learned, their efforts meet with greater success.”
Reflections on Growth, Number 13, August 2006
“The consistency and focus with which the teams perform these tasks will be of great importance…It is the hope of the House of Justice that an increasing number of individuals and teams will follow this pattern of activity.”
The Universal House of Justice May 4, 2005, Letter to a National Spiritual Assembly
Long Term Action
“Finally, a significant advance in culture, one which we have followed with particular interest, is marked by the rise in capacity to think in terms of process. That, from the outset, the believers have been asked to be ever conscious of the broad processes that define their work is apparent from a careful reading of even the earliest communications of the Guardian related to the first national plans of the Faith. However, in a world focused increasingly on the promotion of events, or at best projects, with a mindset that derives satisfaction from the sense of expectation and excitement they generate, maintaining the level of dedication required for longterm action demands considerable effort…” The Universal House of Justice, December 28, 2010 Message, Paragraph 39
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